MASHA ARCHER
design studio

Masha Archer’s jewelry is unrivaled in its bold and expressive
styles, combining a myriad of artistic influences and exotic materials
to function as Art-Wear. Her pieces have been featured in Vogue,
Elle, Bazaar, W, Marie Claire, VANIDADES, Ocean Drive, Complot
and Florida International amongst others.
For the movie Sex and the City, Patricia Field chose several of
Masha’s pieces for key scenes (see the beach scene where Carrie
(Sarah Jessica Parker) throws her cellphone into the ocean). Several
necklaces were selected for the movie Confessions of a Shopaholic,
and the USA Network series Burn Notice has also featured Masha’s
designs.
This year’s collection is especially rich in striking ceremonial-style
pieces of astounding power. Ten one- of-a- kind pieces from Masha’s
personal collection will be included in these shows!
Do not miss this event!
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BIOGRAPHY
Internationally acclaimed jewelry designer Masha Archer was born Maria
Muchin in Kiev, Ukraine. Masha’s parents, Sophia and Mykola Muchin,
were artists and teachers of painting and sculpture at the Kiev and Kharkov
Art institutes. Masha spent the post-war years with her family in Europe
until they immigrated to the United States in 1949. Masha studied painting
and graphic design at the prestigious Pratt Institute in New York until she
relocated to Mexico City to work as a restorer and exhibitor at the Museo
Nacional de Mexico.
It was while living in Mexico that Masha met her husband, photographer
Charles Archer. After having their first child together, daughter Maya,
Masha and Charles moved to Tucson. Masha was greatly inspired by the
southwest, and began designing jewelry and clothing in Tucson. In 1967
Masha relocated to the city that she still calls home, San Francisco, where
she and Charles later had their second daughter Larissa.
Masha’s work reflects her philosophy that all forms of art are a fusion
of cultural influences and life experiences. The dramatic exoticism of her
jewelry demonstrates her ability to infuse her work with her own rich
heritage and background. As Masha states, anything that she has seen
and loved is still within her, and has subsequently influenced her designs.
Masha’s work elegantly walks the line between art and jewelry, and her
signature look has left an indelible impression on the art world. Named
“Art-to-Wear Jewelry Designer, USA” by the New York Fashion Group,
Masha Archer has been changing the way we see jewelry, fashion and
design for nearly four decades.
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THE JEWELRY
Masha Archer’s jewelry combines a myriad of
artistic influences and exotic materials to function as
wearable art. Her designs are bold and powerful,
achieving a harmony of color and texture that is enriched
by the movement of the body. Masha’s inspirations are
too numerous to list, for they arise not only from her
cultural heritage but also from her passion for all forms
of artistic expression. The materials she works with are
innumerable as well; beads rendered from jade,
turquoise, coral, silver, and more, as well as tribal
objects, antique ornaments, coins, and fetishes from
all corners of the world. Masha skillfully combines all
of these elements into each piece of jewelry, creating
individual art objects that express her innovative and
unique vision.
Masha’s jewelry has firmly established her as a
premier figure in the world of Art-to-Wear jewelry. The
collectors of her work are as numerous and diverse as are her
inspirations and designs. Masha’s creations are praised
by both the design and art communities, and her
influence transcends artistic boundaries.
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Barbara Walters
Laura Bush
Beyonce Knowles
Joan Collins
Placido Domingo
Mrs. Larry King
Susan Lucci
Elaine Wynn
HRH Princess Turki Bin Nasser
Gene Hackman
Jennifer Love Hewitt
Olga Borodina
Mrs. Norman Lear
Shawn Southwick-King and Larry King
(Raul Julia)
Gladys Knight
Iris Apfel
Samuel Ramey
Ivana Trump
Oprah Winfrey
Sex and the City: The Movie
Harrison Ford / Calista Flockhart
Rita Moreno
Sylvia Chase
Mary Wilson (The Supremes)
Erin Brockovich
Colleen Zenk Pinter
Clint Eastwood
Linda and Jerry Bruckheimer
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THE RITUAL OF THE EYE: THE JEWELRY OF MASHA ARCHER
A film by Gyorgy Vlasenko
This film presents an intimate portrait of the artist, Masha Archer, as she explores her own
artistic inspirations and origins. The viewer goes on a privileged journey through Masha’s
life, meeting the people who enrich her world, learning about the history that has informed
her oeuvre. As described in the film by a collector of her work, “(Masha’s jewelry is) an exotic
blend of old and new… arranged to respond to the movements of the body … (so that) the
jewelry becomes an extension of the personality.”
Masha’s visit to the city of her birth, Kiev, is the centerpiece of this film. The viewer learns of
Masha’s Ukrainian origins, and how the artistic practice of her parents led her to explore her own
impulses as an artist. As Masha states: “My work is really an outgrowth of what I learned from them.”
The film illustrates how Masha’s artistic passions extend beyond jewelry making to a multitude
of artistic expressions, including painting, fashion design, and belly dancing. The viewer
learns that for Masha there is a harmony amongst all of her artistic interests, which ultimately
arise out of a desire to decorate the body with living, wearable art. Masha’s passion for
music and the opera is a clear source of inspiration for her as well. Masha discusses how
she works to achieve a harmony and rhythm in the arrangement of color in her pieces.
Lofti Mansouri, San Francisco Opera Artistic Director, describes Masha’s jewelry as
“very operatic” because of its grandeur and bold use of color.
In the film, Masha visits many of the important figures in the arts who have supported
her endeavors, including Margaret Lesher, sculptors Anatole
Bilokur and Pyotr Kapshuchenko,
art historian Irina Blumina, collector
Olenna Fesczaizk, and actress Raissa
Nedashkivska. Theater director
Roman Viktiuk eloquently sums up
Masha’s achievements as an artist:
“only a person who so finely feels the
harmony of the earth and
heavens can so wonderfully create
these amazing theatrical compositions.”
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ALL IN THE (ARCHER) FAMILY
Masha Archer ~ The Artist
Masha Muchin Archer, daughter of sculptor Mykola Muchin and painter
Sophia Muchin, born in the chaotic artistic center of the Ukraine known
as Kiev... What else could her destiny be? After emigrating to Philadelphia
and studying art in New York City she worked as an art restorer, clothing
designer, and (yes!) belly-dance teacher and mentor, until one day all of
these disciplines cascaded into the fabulous, one and only, Masha Archer
Jewelry Artist we have today.

Charles Archer (1929-1993) ~ The Photographer
The memory of Masha’s husband Charles lives on forever through his
photography. Many of his portraits are adorned with a Masha necklace.
He photographed a wide array of subjects, from performers in the arts to
‘regular’ people where he saw the inherent beauty awaiting the right eye
through the right lens, in the slant of soft natural light he was so adept at
capturing. We miss you, Charles.

Larissa Archer ~ The Model
Larissa has been modeling a Masha necklace, sitting and squirming
impatiently for her dad, since the age of five. A graduate of St. John’s College
in Santa Fe, her extensive repertoire working with the Actor’s Theatre in
San Francisco is now all to the benefit of New York City residents, where
she currently lives and pursues her acting career. But she still finds time to
help her mom out now and then at a Saks Fifth Avenue Trunk Show!

Maya Archer-Doyle ~ The Photographer
It’s not how she planned it, but Maya, Masha’s oldest, grudgingly took up
the mantle of family photographer--and then found out she has a great
talent for it! While studying to be a librarian Maya was dragged, kicking
and screaming, into the photo studio, strewn with the props and methods
of “this is the way we’ve been doing it for years.” Then she started doing it
her way, with her props and her equipment...and now this is the way we’ll
do it for years to come.

Bill Doyle ~ The Computer Guru
Somewhere along the way Maya needed some help lugging the photo
equipment around, and Masha needed some help with her website, and
Larissa needed some help tweaking her portfolio head shots in Photoshop.
So Maya took a look around and finally chose Bill as the pick of the litter.
They married soon thereafter and will remain so as long as he can keep
Maya from buying a Macintosh computer. Life is complicated enough here
at www.masha.org.

masha archer design studio • san francisco • 415.861.8157 • www.masha.org • masha@masha.org

